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Jacob’s abduction at gun point 10 

years ago today from St. Joseph, Min-
nesota, has profoundly affected the 
lives of his family, but also the lives of 
the people of Minnesota and the entire 
United States. Jacob’s family has en-
dured a significant loss and has found 
the strength to help other families sur-
vive tragedy. 

Patty and Jerry Wetterling have 
spent the last decade raising awareness 
and influencing public policy through 
the formation of the Jacob Wetterling 
Foundation. The foundation works on a 
national level to eradicate the abduc-
tion and exploitation of children by 
educating, raising awareness, and re-
sponding to the needs of victims’ fami-
lies. 

The Jacob Wetterling Foundation 
has worked with over 1,500 families in 
the search for their missing children, 
they have presented workshops and 
seminars to thousands of people, and 
have shared their message of personal 
safety and abduction prevention to 
countless parents and children. Thanks 
to the Wetterling Foundation sex of-
fenders are required to register in all 50 
States and law enforcement agencies 
can notify neighborhoods when a like-
ly-to-re-offend sex offender moves 
there. 

The Jacob Wetterling Foundation 
and the family of Jacob are perhaps 
most widely known for their message 
of hope, Jacob’s Hope. Today we take a 
moment to think about Jacob 
Wetterling and the thousands of miss-
ing and exploited children and we pray 
for their safe return. Minnesota has an 
unsung hero in Patty Wetterling and 
the Jacob Wetterling Foundation. 
Today we recognize, in great apprecia-
tion, the work they have done to save 
the lives of our children. 

The Wetterlings have helped others 
in need while never giving up on Ja-
cob’s Hope. Today we salute this coura-
geous family. 

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, first, I 
want to associate my remarks to the 
Senator’s comments dealing with the 
10th anniversary of the disappearance 
of Jacob Wetterling. 

Our support continues to go out to 
the family and also, as Senator 
WELLSTONE mentioned, to the Jacob 
Wetterling Foundation. Patty and 
Jerry Wetterling have worked tire-
lessly to aid in the search for missing 
children. As the Senator said, Jacob’s 
Hope is all of our hope. 

Again, I commend the Wetterlings 
for their efforts. Also, our sympathy 
and support continues to go out to the 
family in the disappearance of Jacob 
Wetterling 10 years ago. 

f 

CONGRATULATING NAPOLEON 
‘‘NAPPY’’ LACHANCE 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to offer congratulations to one of 
Maine’s most impressive athletes. At 

the age of 95, Mr. Napoleon ‘‘Nappy’’ 
LaChance of Westbrook, ME, will be 
our State’s oldest participant in the 
National Senior Olympics. 

Mr. LaChance, who earned a gold 
medal in the fast walk competition in 
the last Maine Senior Olympics, will 
travel to Orlando, FL, tomorrow, Octo-
ber 23, to represent the State of Maine 
in that event. 

Equally impressive, Mr. LaChance 
does not excel in just one sport. Not 
only did he win a gold medal for fast 
walking in the Maine Senior Olympics, 
but he also has won gold medals for 
golfing and bowling. 

Mr. LaChance has achieved success in 
his career as well as in athletic com-
petitions. In 1917, Mr. LaChance began 
working at Valee Pharmacy as a floor 
sweeper and errand boy. Through hard 
work and dedication, he became a reg-
istered pharmacist and managed the 
pharmacy until his retirement. For his 
dedication to his community’s well- 
being, Mr. LaChance has been rewarded 
with the respect, affection, and admira-
tion of his customers, neighbors, fam-
ily, and friends. 

Mr. LaChance’s accomplishments are 
an inspiration to anyone who aspires to 
be the best they can be. Whether old or 
young, athlete or artist, social worker 
or science teacher, those who seek to 
be the best share the dedication and 
the determination exhibited for so long 
by Mr. LaChance. I extend to him my 
heartfelt congratulations and best 
wishes as he competes in the National 
Senior Olympics representing the great 
State of Maine. Regardless of the out-
come of the race, I know Mr. LaChance 
will make Maine proud. 

I thank the Chair. I yield the floor. 
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CRACKDOWN IN BELARUS 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, just 

a few weeks ago, many of my Senate 
colleagues met a young, dynamic par-
liamentarian from Belarus, Mr. 
Anatoly Lebedko, right here on the 
Senate floor. He impressed us with his 
dedication and commitment as he ad-
vocates for democracy and the rule of 
law in his home country currently 
being rule by a repressive regime. 

You can imagine how shocked and 
concerned I was to receive a call from 
the State Department this week in-
forming me Mr. Lebedko had been 
picked up by the authorities as part of 
the latest crackdown in Belarus. I am 
sure my colleagues who met Mr. 
Lebedko share my concern for his well- 
being and for the safety of all of those 
struggling for democracy and freedom 
of speech. 

Eight years after the break-up of the 
Soviet Union, Belarus finds itself in-
creasingly isolated from the rest of Eu-
rope as a direct consequence of the au-
thoritarian policies pursued by its 
present government which have stifled 
that country’s fledging democracy and 
market economy. 

The Helsinki Commission, which I 
co-chair, held a hearing a few months 
ago to assess democracy and human 
rights in Belarus. In July, a number of 
Commission members and I had the op-
portunity to hear Mr. Lebedko address 
the annual Parliamentary Assembly 
meeting of the Organization of Secu-
rity and Corporation in Europe (OSCE) 
in St. Petersburg, where he outlined 
developments in Belarus and the pros-
pects for genuine political and eco-
nomic reforms. 

Clearly, the cycle of political and 
economic stagnation in Belarus will 
only come to an end through genuine 
dialogue based on human rights, de-
mocracy and the rule of law. The Hel-
sinki Commission has called on 
Belarus to adopt meaningful political 
and economic reforms in keeping with 
that country’s obligations as a partici-
pating State of the OSCE. 

On September 3, the government and 
opposition in Belarus began consulta-
tions at the office of the OSCE Advi-
sory and Monitoring Group in Minsk. 
These talks, long urged by the inter-
national community and the Helsinki 
Commission could represent an impor-
tant step in beginning the process of 
reversing the bleak human rights and 
democratization picture in Belarus. 

Until recently I had been encouraged 
by what appeared to be the start of a 
dialog between the Belarusian Govern-
ment and opposition. However, there 
have been a number of disturbing de-
velopments, including continued har-
assment of opposition members, a re-
newed crackdown on the independent 
media in recent weeks, and now the de-
tainment of Mr. Lebedko. 

We recently wrote to Secretary of 
State Albright voicing concern about 
the situation in Belarus and called on 
the State Department to intensify its 
work in this area. This most recent de-
velopment underscores our concerns. 

I ask unanimous consent that copies 
of our letter to the Secretary of State, 
a letter we sent to the President of 
Belarus, along with recent news clips 
be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

COMMISSION ON SECURITY 
AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE, 
Washington, DC, October 15, 1999. 

Hon. MADELEINE KORBEL ALBRIGHT, 
Secretary of State, Department of State, Wash-

ington, DC. 
DEAR MADAM SECRETARY: We are writing 

to voice our growing concern over violations 
of the principles of democracy, human 
rights, and the rule of law in Belarus under 
the authoritarian leadership of Aleksandr 
Lukashenka, who remains in power despite 
the expiration of his legal presidential man-
date last July. The fledgling opposition in 
Belarus deserves both our moral and mate-
rial support as they seek to overcome the 
legacy of Communism and authoritarianism 
and build a democratic society firmly rooted 
in the rule of law. 

Many of us recently had an opportunity to 
meet with Anatoly Lebedko of the United 
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